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SUBJECT: ECE TRADE COMMITTEE - AD HOC MEETING ON MULTI- 
LATERAL NOTIFICATION OF TRADE LAWS AND REGULATIONS, 

SEPT 15-16 IN GENEVA 

REF: GENEVA A-188 

1 . WE WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE EFFECTIVELY IN THIS 
MEETING, TO HELP GIVE THE ECE SECRETARIAT A SENSE OF 
DIRECTION IN STUDYING THE NOTIFICATION SYSTEM MANDATED 
BY THE CSCE FINAL ACT. FROM TRADE COMMITTEE MEETING IN 
NOVEMBER 1976 WE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THE SECRETARIAT 
WAS IN GREATER NEED OF ADVICE ON WHAT A NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 
WOULD BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE THAN HOW BEST TO ACHIEVE IT 
(WHICH COULD BE THE FUNCTION OF THE FEASIBILITY STUDY). 

IF SO, THEN THE AD HOC MEETING SHOULD FOCUS ON MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS' TRADE POLICY NEEDS AND NOT TECHNIQUES OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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INFORMATION STORAGE. OTHER DELEGATIONS WERE PARTICULARLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT POTENTIAL COSTS OF THE SYSTEM. 

2. PLEASE CONTACT ECE SECRETARIAT (AND IF NECESSARY, 

INTERESTED MISSIONS) TO SEE WHETHER THE ABOVE IMPRESSION 
IS STILL ACCURATE AND REPORT ANY VIEWS WHICH MAY ASSIST 
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IN CHOOSING AND INSTRUCTING A DELEGATE. IF TRADE/AC.7/R.3 
IS AVAILABLE, AS SUGGESTED IN ITEM 5 OF THE PROVISIONAL 
AGENDA (REFAIR), PLEASE POUCH TO EB/ITP/EWT, ATTN: 

HENRY CLARKE. 

VANCE 
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